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	THE FDA IS CONSIDERING A BAN ON MENTHOL CIGARETTES AND FLAVORED CIGARS:

	FOUR ESSENTIAL POINTS THAT OUR COMMUNITIES NEED TO KNOW NOW

	Sabrina L. Smiley, PhD; Arturo Durazo, PhD; Anna Song, PhD

	1.	THE FDA ANNOUNCEMENT IS IN RESPONSE TO A COMMUNITY PETITION (NOT A MEANS TO OPPRESS COMMUNITIES OR TAKE AWAY INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS)

	2.	MENTHOLS INCREASE NICOTINE ADDICTION

	3.	THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY HAS A LONG HISTORY OF TARGETING COMMUNITIES OF COLOR, PARTICULARLY WITH MENTHOL CIGARETTES AND FLAVORED CIGARS

	4.	MENTHOLS ARE A GATEWAY FOR SMOKING AMONG YOUTH

	WHAT COMMUNITIES NEED TO DO NOW

	1.	DISSEMINATE THE INFORMATION:

	2.	ENGAGE CITIZENS AND COMMUNITIES:

	3.	DISPEL MYTHS

	4.	SPEAK LOUDLY AND SUBMIT A PUBLIC COMMENT

	FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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